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Can you believe that we have already reached the halfway 

point of the first quarter?  In an effort to keep all parents 

and guardians informed of their child’s academic achieve-

ment, progress reports have recently been sent home.  

Please carefully review this information with your child and 

contact his/her teacher to discuss any areas of concern.  As 

always, you are encouraged to regularly communicate with 

your child’s teacher(s) in order to maximize the education 

of your son/daughter.  It is only through an open line of 

communication between the home and school that we are 

able to truly reach the goal.   

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 

Kindergarten—Sophie Erdner 

First—Gigi Choate 

Second—Sophia O’Brien 

Third—Audrey Matt 

Fourth—Jayce Kohler 

Fifth—Amber McHugh 

Sixth—Dennis Gorny 



ESAP meetings started in September and will continue throughout the year.  The ESAP 

team is made up of school and agency staff and is here to help you access school and com-

munity services. 

Crafton’s ESAP team will serve as a team to review student concerns and establish a proce-

dure for implementing interventions within the school.  When a recommended interven-

tion is beyond the scope of what is provided to all students (i.e. support from guidance de-

partment or Title I), we will request your permission to provide these services.  When ap-

propriate, ESAP may also serve as a resource to the family to assist in making referrals to 

various community agencies for support.  We do not diagnose, treat, or refer.  Remember, 

you are an important part of our team.  Our goal is to help your child succeed in school.  

The ESAP team and the school will respect the privacy of you and your child at all times. 

What happens when my child is referred to ESAP? 

There are several steps that the team will take after receiving the initial referral: 

 The ESAP team will gather objective information about your child’s performance in 

school from all school staff who interact with your child. 

 The ESAP team will review the data that has been collected, discuss interventions cur-

rently in place, and develop a plan of action to help  your child achieve success in 

school. 

 A member of the ESAP team will contract you to discuss the recommended course of 

action.  The plan might include services and activities in school and/or services from a 

community agency.  If necessary, the ESAP team will talk with you about services in the 

community and give you information about how to contact others who may be able to 

help. 

 The ESAP team will con-

tinue to work with you and 

support your child.  Your 

child’s progress will be 

monitored and reviewed at 

regular intervals.  At your 

request, they will stay in 

touch with you to talk 

about your child’s success 

in school. Your involve-

ment is very important. 

Elementary Student Assistant Program (ESAP)  

to Start at Crafton 



Play Before Eat 
Thank you to the brave teachers and staff who have made the 

Play Before Eat Initiative a huge change a success.  We are 

still seeing the benefits to this program, which include: 

 Improved cafeteria behavior. 

 Calmer more relaxed students in the cafeteria. 

 Students returning to classroom calmer and ready to 

learn. 

 Greater milk consumption. 

 Less food being thrown away. 

 Larger food consumption. 

 Fewer discipline problems. 
 Fewer visits to the school nurse. 

 

Families can help continue this  awesome effort at home.  Please remind your children  of our 

high expectations in the cafeteria.  With our small space,  even a couple of grade levels can sound 

loud.  Here is some common language that you can use at home. 

 Raise your hand before getting out of your seat. 

 Talk at voice level 1, a  whisper to your neighbor. 

 Use good manners—saying please and thank you can go a long way. 

 Remember to eat your own  food and do not share.  With allergies, this could be unsafe. 

 Remember to wash your hands after recess or use the hand sanitizer that is supplied in the 

lunch room. 

Safety Week 
In compliance with the Carlynton School District Emergency Response Guidelines, we will 
conduct our annual Safety Week on October 3rd-7th.   The schedule is below. 
 

Monday - Reverse Lock Down 

Tuesday - Evacuation 

Wednesday - Lock Down 

Thursday - Weather Drill 
Friday - Fire Drill 
 

Students will complete these drills under the supervision of the staff, faculty, and local law 
enforcement and report to various designated locations.  These preventative drills are nec-
essary in order to familiarize our students with procedures necessary to keep them safe in 
the event that a real crisis should occur. 



We are Common Sense Certified 
Crafton and Carnegie Elementary Schools are proud to announce our commitment to Internet 
Safety by committing to a K-12 Digital Citizenship program called Common Sense Media Educa-
tion. Common Sense Media Education is a San Francisco based non-profit organization that 
provides education and advocacy to families in promotion of safe technology and media for chil-
dren.   
In addition to teaching students about Internet Safety at school, we strongly encourage you visit 
the Common Sense Media Education - Connecting Families Program.  From cyberbullying and 
photo sharing to digital footprints and online safety, the Connecting Families program helps 
parents and kids address important topics and have meaningful conversations about making 
great choices in their digital lives.  Please feel free to visit the Connecting Families website at: 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/connecting-families. 
Common Sense Media Education is a free program to the school district and a free program to 
use at home.  Carlynton embraces safe, responsible, and effective technology usage to enhance 
student learning. Thank you in advance for your commitment for teaming up with Carlynton to 
promote Digital Citizenship for 
all students. 

What is Happening in STEAM? 
     STEAM has seen some changes this year at Crafton Elementary.  STEAM 

classes are being offered to children in each homeroom through a rotating 

schedule, allowing all interested students a chance to participate.  STEAM 

classes occur during recess time, and interest has been high!  

     Our first STEAM activity was the Foil Boat Design Competition.  Students 

were challenged to design and create a boat out of a small piece of tin foil.  

Preceding the engineering of their boats, students learned about various hull 

designs, load placement, trim levels, buoyancy and water displacement.  

Then, all students tested their creations by placing their boats in water and 

loading them with as many pennies as they could before their boat sank.  

Some of our “engineers” then went back to the drawing board and rede-

signed their boats to carry a heavier load of pennies. 

     As October begins, students will have the opportunity to try simple com-

puter programming through the ScratchJr. and Lightbot programs on our 

laptops and iPads.  ScratchJr. allows students to create a story by program-

ming the characters to move and speak and by changing the backgrounds as 

the story progresses.  Lightbot challenges students to program a little robot 

to move in various directions and jump up and down to light up certain 

blocks.   

     Full STEAM ahead!.....    -Written by Mr. DeRoss 

      

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/connecting-families


PTA News 
The officers of the PTA want to thank the 

parents who have already signed up to 

help with all the various activities 

throughout the year.  Our Crafton Ele-

mentary Community is great!  If you 

haven't signed up yet, please don't 

wait.  There are positions that still need 

filled.  Email us at craftonelementaryp-

ta@gmail.com, or like us on Facebook 

and let us know you want to help. No 

matter your work hours, we have some-

thing you can do.  We want every stu-

dent to experience grade school in the 

most fulfilling ways possible.  

The Reverend Ed Bowen Charitable 

Fund for Crafton has donated 20 

Chrome Books for our library.  We are so 

thankful for the Pittsburgh Foundation 

which allows us to purchase these items.  

This will expand our knowledge on 

Google along with reinforce the Com-

mon Sense Certification that we re-

ceived.  The Chrome Books should be 

ready to use soon. 

Ms. Banyai Moves to  

Alternative Seating 
 Say good-bye to traditional seating!  In Miss Banyai’s first 

grade classroom, students are experiencing alternative (flexible) 

seating.  But what is alternative seating?  Alternative seating is providing students 

with a variety of seat options in the classroom.  Studies have shown that students 

perform better and are more attentive when they are comfortable.  As we know, chil-

dren grow and learn in different ways.  What works for one student may not work for an-

other.  Keeping this in mind, Miss Banyai’s students are permitted to choose where they want to sit 

each morning.  They are simply encouraged to select a seat and area that will help them do their 

first grade best!   

 In Miss Banyai’s classroom, there are five alternative seating options.  

For students who work well when they are in motion, the exercise balls or 

swivel chairs would be an excellent choice to keep their brains and bodies 

moving.  Those who are looking for comfort might choose the dining chairs, 

stools or floor pillows.  These three areas provide more re-

laxation to help students concentrate.  While the flexible 

seating is a huge hit in the class-

room, traditional seating is still 

available upon request.  Stop by 

Miss Banyai’s class- room and see the 

positive changes alternative seating has made happen in 

first grade! 

 

New Chromebooks 
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